[Decrease in the number of prescriptions for 3rd-generation oral contraceptive pills].
There is still a lot of discussion about the elevated risk of venous thromboembolism from third-generation oral contraceptives compared with the second-generation pills. The guideline for Dutch general practitioners (NHG-standard) has made a choice in favour of second-generation pills. Doubts about the outcomes of this guideline were expressed. In several publications it was stated that this guideline had no impact whatsoever. On the basis of data obtained from a pharmaceutical delivery database, we conclude that these statements are false. Between 1995 and 1999, there was a decline of almost 50% in the number of prescriptions of third-generation oral contraceptives given to young women.